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Speakers on stage

Manuela Rodriguez, CerQlar, Netherlands
FULL DISCLOSURE - Catalyst for change and disclosure implementation in the Netherlands

Ronán Byrne, EirGrid/SEMO, Ireland
Ireland as new frontrunning disclosure country

Regina Mandic, Verbund, Austria
Austria as an example of a longstanding full disclosure country
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Why full consumption disclosure?
Consumers need Transparency to make informed choices
Transparency is given by Full Consumption Disclosure (FCD)
RECS’ principal policy demand is FCD to secure Transparency
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Full Disclosure in the 
Netherlands 
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How the RED-3 can boost EU 
renewable energy markets  
 
The power of full consumption disclosure  
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Guarantees of origin in the Fit for 55 package  
Accelerate the energy transition by growing consumer demand for renewable 
energy 
 
Key points 
Following the European Commission’s proposal for an updated Renewable Energy Directive (RED-3) 
the European Parliament and European Council should:  
 

1. Retain the requirement to issue GOs for all renewable energy generation, whether it 
benefits from a support scheme or not; 

2. Retain the requirement that any associated guarantees of origin can be transferred to the 
buyer of the renewable energy under a renewable power purchase agreement; 

3. Introduce additional requirements to support the development of full disclosure schemes in 
all Member States. 

 
Background 
Guarantees of Origin (GOs) were created because energy transported through a grid or pipeline 
cannot be tracked from a specific producer to a specific consumer. Consumers wanting to support 
the energy transition by buying renewables need to be able to separate the physical energy from its 
attributes (e.g. generation technology, time of production, location of production device etc.).  
These attributes are recorded in Energy Attribute Certificates – in Europe called Guarantees of Origin 
(GOs) – with one GO representing the attributes of one megawatt hour (MWh) of energy.  
 
GOs are traded and transferred through a book & claim accounting system. In such systems, 
renewable energy producers book the attributes of their generation into GOs when they inject 
energy into a grid or pipeline. The certificates and the attributes they contain are then transferred 
through a market to consumers, who then cancel them in order to claim their use and to prove that 
they paid for a given unit of energy. GOs can either be traded in a contract with energy (bundled) or 
separately from energy (unbundled). Consumers can buy GOs directly from a producer, through a 
market broker or trader, their supplier as part of a green tariff, or through a national auction of GOs 
(see below).  
 
The GO system and market in Europe is enshrined in EU law and has been developed through the 
Renewable Energy Directives that came into force in 2001 (Art.5), 2009 (Art.15), and 2018 (Art.19).  
Through each of these directives, the EU legal basis for GOs has been strengthened – a trend that 
must be continued with the RED-3.  
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What full disclosure 
means, and why it is 
so important 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact secretariat@recs.org  

Support the
needed
Transparency!
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Where are we 
currently?
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Thank you for your interest 
and engagement towards
Full Transparency by Full 
Consumption Disclosure, 
thereby helping to drive the
energy transition


